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NDI Housekeeping

ÅSlides/recording

ïWill be posted on FDLP.gov and everyone who 
registered will get an email after NDI with links

Å4 sessions

ïLecture, with time for Q&A at the end.

ïText chat your questions into the chat box during 
the presentation.



Mission/Goals of the FDLP ï
Free Public Access

ÅGPO history

Å FDLP history

ÅDigital depositories

Å Public access requirements

Å Benefits of being a Federal depository library

Å Depository Library Council (DLC)

Joe Paskoski, GPO



GPO History

Q: Why do GPO staff get excited every March 

4th to celebrate an event that took place in 

1861?

Oh yeah. 

This guy also got inaugurated on that day.

Image source: 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/civil/jb_ci

vil_lincoln2_1_e.html



ñPublick Printingò & GPOôs Origins

Early printing was performed on contract by 
newspapers and other private printers. 
ïComplaints of high costs, ineffective service, and repeated 

scandals of contract printing 

Congress established the Government Printing Office.
ïGPO almost immediately provided a reduction in costs, 

vastly improved service, and eliminated scandal.



GPO History ïChanges in Printing

ÅEarly 20th century - GPO acknowledged as the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƪŀ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ 
ǎƘƻǇέ

ÅDthΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
changes in printing technology.
ïWell into the 1960s, GPO used machine typesetting 

supported by improving press technology.

ï1967 saw the installation of the Linotron, a computerized 
ǘȅǇŜǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ DthΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
needs.



GPO History ïDigital Era (1960s to today)

ÅGPO workforce: 8,000 (1970s), about 1,700 (today)

ÅGPO now produces:
ïOnline databases of congressional and agency documents
ïeBooks
ïPassports and smart identification cards with electronic 

chips carrying biometric data
ïPrint products on recycled substrates using vegetable oil-

based inks
ïPublic presence not only on the web but on social media

ÅGPO name change to Government Publishing Office 
(2014)



FDLP Mission

Established by Congress to ensure that the American 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ό¢ƛǘƭŜ 
44, United States Code, Chapter 19)

The FDLP is based upon these three principles:
ïFederal Government information products within scope of 

the FDLP shall be made available to Federal depository 
libraries.

ïFederal depository libraries shall be located in each State 
and U.S. Congressional District to make Government 
information products more widely available.

ïFederal Government information in all media shall be 
available for the free use by the general public.



FDLP History

ÅAct of 1813: Authorized distribution of one copy of House and 
Senate Journals to select university and state libraries and 
historical institutions
ï American Antiquarian Society earliest known depository (1814)

ÅDepository distribution management moved around 
ïSecretary of State (Act of 1813)
ïDepartment of Interior (Printing Act of 1852)
ïGPO (Printing Act of 1895)

ÅDepository libraries designated by
ïSecretary of the Interior (1857-1895)
ïRepresentatives authorized to designate a depository from own 

district (1858), and two (Depository Library Act of 1962)
ïAuthorized each Senator to assign one depository in own state (1859), 

and two (1962)



FDLP History

ÅDifferent library types added to program
ïLibraries in executive departments (1895)
ïMilitary academies (1895)
ïLand grant colleges (1907)
ïFederal agencies (1962)
ïHighest appellate courts of the states (1972)
ïLaw libraries (1978)

ÅRegional/Selective system created (Depository Library Act of 
1962)

ïRegional libraries designated as regionals by a Senator



History of the FDLP

FDLP milestones:
ïFirst Monthly Catalog appeared (1895)
ïExecutive branch publications distributed (1895)
ïSuDocs Classification System developed by GPO 

librarian Adelaide Hasse(beginning 1895)
ïFirst Biennial Survey of Depository Libraries 

conducted (1947)

ïWeeding permitted (outside of supersession) under 
regional/selective system (1962)

ïGPO distributes microfiche to depository libraries 
(1972)



History of the FDLP

FDLP milestones:
ïFirst CD-ROM distributed to depository libraries 

(1988)
ïCatalog of U.S. Government Publications, an online 

public access catalog, launched (2006)
ïMulti-year project to digitize and convert Historic 

Shelflist cards dating from the 1870s to 1992 for 
inclusion in the Catalog of U.S. Government 
Publications began (2012)

ïLSCM cataloging in new bibliographic standard: 
Resource Description and Access (RDA) (2013)



GPO History ïOnline Milestones

Å "GPO Access [ŀǿά 

ïGovernment Printing Office Electronic Information Access 
Enhancement Act of 1993 enacted (Public Law 103-40)

ïGPO Access service launched; available by subscription, free to 
depositories (1994)

ïGPO Access free to all users (1995)

ÅDthΩǎ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ Digital System (FDsys)
ïFDsyslaunched (2009)
ïGPO Access retired (2012)
ïFDsys has over 50 collections from all three branches of the 

Federal government

Å govinfo.gov beta launch (2016) 



Digital Depository Libraries

ÅCurrently, online publications are a major component 
of the collections of FDLP libraries. 

ÅThere are three main types of FDLP libraries selecting 
and using online FDLP resources.



Digital Depository Libraries

Three types of FDLP libraries selecting online resources

1. Libraries with historical tangible selections/collections that 
supplement their collections with digital selections/resources

2. Libraries with more current collections that rely heavily on 
digital resources but are also select a number key tangible 
publications

3. Libraries who focus their entire collections on digital resources 
ςthe digital depository library that receives no tangible 
publications from GPO



Digital Depository Libraries
The digital depository can be an excellent model for the FDLP 
library with limited budgets, space, and staff to process, house, 
and maintain tangible depository materials.

GPO always recommends cataloging online resources and/or 
providing subject guides of other finding aids to help patrons be 
aware of the online resources.



Public Access Requirements

ÅCongress established the FDLP to ensure that the 
public has access to Federal Government information 
of public interest or educational value. 

ÅThe Program provides Federal Government 
information products at no cost to designated 
depository libraries. 

ÅDepository libraries, in turn, provide local, no-fee 
public access in an impartial environment with 
professional assistance to information produced by 
the Federal Government. 



Public Access Requirements

Not just physical access to your facility and depository 
resources - it involves:

ïBibliographic identification of depository resources
ïPhysical access to depository resources not ONLY by 

primary users, but by the general public
ïSufficient computer capabilities to use online Federal 

depository library materials
ïA commitment to staff training to ensure the provision of 

reference services in the use of U.S. Government 
information



Public Access Requirements

ÅFederal depository resources must be available free 
to all regardless of library affiliation, disability, age, 
residency, or other patron status. 

ÅImpediments include physical barriers to access or 
any activities, policies, signage, website language, 
etc. that discourage or dissuade library patrons from 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ



Non Requirements

Libraries are NOTrequired to provide:
ïCirculation privileges to non-primary users, although they 

may choose to do so

ïRemote access to FDLP databases

ïFree printing or photocopying

ïAccess to depository resources during all hours that the 
building is open

ïAnonymous patron access to depository resources

ïU.S. Government services or resources not in the FDLP, 
such as fee-based resources

ïAccess to anyone who poses a threat to library persons or 
collection 



Security and Building Access

To protect library staff, facilities, and collections, 
depository libraries may: 

ïRequire patrons to sign a guest register for building access

ïRequire identification for building access

ïConduct a reference interview to screen visitors to ensure 
there is a need for depository material

ïEscort users to the depository collection

ïRestrict library users to use only the depository collection

ïLimit access to collections to primary patrons and during 
late night hours when the library is short-staffed



Facilities with Limited Access

Depository libraries with access restrictions, such as military 
facilities or Federal buildings, must still provide free, public 
access to the extent feasible. 

For facilities with limited access, appropriate measures include 
requiring visitors to: 

ÅMake arrangements in advance

ÅShow identification

ÅHave an escort in order to access depository resources

If this poses too many challenges for the library user, assist the 
patron by phone, email, or other form of communication.



Security and Computer Access

Depository libraries may:
ÅRequire patrons to present identification
ÅRequire the signing of a computer use register, signup sheet, 

or log
ÅUse an authenticated log-in to access computers or public 

networks
ÅUse special or generic passwords or visitor cards
ÅSet time limits for use
ÅRequire patrons to use sign-up sheets
ÅMediate access to electronic formats and online depository 

information resources (if filtering cannot be disabled or age 
restrictions cannot be circumvented)

ÅReserve specific computers for depository patrons



Computer Resources

Depository libraries may:

ÅMediate services if state laws, network security measures, or other 
factors require filtering of websites

Libraries should:

ÅCommunicate available workarounds to the filters(Library-wide 
signage and policies must also communicate these workarounds.)

ÅHave the ability to install on library computers DVD/CDs or 
circulate to patrons

ÅAllow printing from computers or mediate access



Access to Microfiche

ÅMicrofiche readers must be available if the library 
has depository microfiche in the collection. 

ÅAdditional capabilities for microfiche readers, such 
as printing, scanning, and saving or sending digital 
files generated from microfiche resources is also 
encouraged.



Benefits of being a Federal Depository Library

Perhaps most important and valuable - the wealth of 
experience among the staff of the FDLP libraries and 
GPO's experienced staff, which together form an 
incredible level of Federal Government information 
expertise 



Top Ten Benefits Afforded To All FDLP Libraries

1. Free Federal information products in a variety of 
formats to supplement existing library material and 
to provide access to unique material

2. Free cataloging records from the national authority 
on U.S. Federal publications

3. Free, permanent public access to online content 
from GPO partners ςoften fee-based or restricted

4. Educational opportunities ςtraining the next 
generation of Government information specialists

5. Collection development opportunities ςimportant 
in an era of declining budgets



Top Ten Benefits Afforded To All FDLP 
Libraries

6. Consulting and networking opportunities from GPO 
and with fellow Government information experts

7. Free FDLP promotional material
8. Opportunity to participate in pilot projects with 

GPO to test new processes and technologies
9. Ensuring that dedicated Government information 

professionals remain on staff - critical in this time of 
hybrid collections where it is necessary to build and 
maintain collections of local interest and navigate 
the broad range of information resources

10.Enhancement of the status/prestige of an 
institution designated as an FDLP member



Depository Library Council (DLC)

ÅEstablished in 1972 to advise the GPO Director and 
the Superintendent of Documents on matters 
relating to the FDLP
ÅIts antecedents go back to 1963 when seven 

librarians were asked by the Public Printer to serve 
on an advisory committee on depository libraries.
ÅOriginal advisory committee formed at the 

recommendation of the Senate Committee on Rules 
and Administration during its consideration of 
revised legislation on depository libraries



Depository Library Council (DLC )

ÅDLC consists of 15 membersappointed by the GPO Director. 
ÅMembers serve 3 year terms, with 5 members retiring each 

year and 5 new members entering. Members may be 
reappointed for a second term. 

ÅAll appointments to DLC are made by the GPO Director after 
consideration of recommendations from DLC, library 
associations, and others as deemed appropriate by the GPO 
Director. 

ÅMembers represent a cross section of the various types of 
libraries in the FDLP. 

ÅAt least half of the DLC's members work in depository libraries 
and have experience providing services for Government 
information.



Regional Depository Libraries

Å Receive at least one tangible format of all publications made available to 
depositories and they are required to retain those items in perpetuity 
(with some exceptions) ς!Y! άŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ

Å Serve as liaisons between the selective libraries in the state (or region) 
and LSCM

Å Provide ILL, provide reference services, manage the publication 
withdrawal and substitution process

Å Provide consultation, coordinate planning, and offer other services to 
selective depositories in their regions

Å Designated by U.S. Senators from their state as regional depositories

ï Limit of two regionals per state - Most states have only one and a few states 
are served by regional depositories in neighboring states

Ashley Dahlen, GPO



Selectives are served by regional depositories in a variety 
of models:
ÅOne regional in state
ÅTwo regionals in state ςshared/independent
ÅMulti-state regional
ÅNo regional

Regional Structure



Regional Depository Libraries



Selective Depository Libraries

Customize their depository collection

This is achieved by:

ÅSelecting suitable materials for their users

ÅRetaining materials for at least 5 years

ÅSubstituting tangible material with online equivalents 
(if desired)

ÅRetaining materials beyond the required 5 years as 
appropriate



Selective Depository Libraries

Designated in one of three ways
Å By U.S. House Representatives in their Congressional District

ïLimit of 2 per Congressional District, although at any given time there 
may be more than two in some districts because of redistricting

Å By U.S. Senator in their state

ï[ƛƳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǇŜǊ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ

Å By-law libraries 

ï5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ Ψōȅ-ƭŀǿΩ - Unlimited number of by-law libraries are allowed 
per special provisions in Title 44. They include: state libraries, land-
grant institutions, Federal agencies, law libraries accredited by the 
American Bar Association, service academies, etc.



FDLP.gov

Best place for:

Å FDLP news feed and 
announcements

Å Legal Requirements and 
Guidance

Å Operational tools 
Å DSIMS, Item Lister, 

WEBTech Notes, etc.

Å GPO training/webinar info

Å Promotional materials

Å Information on LSCM projects

Kathy Carmichael, GPO



Navigating FDLP.gov 

Use the 

drop-

down 

menus 

to find 

links

Log in to 

order 

promo 

materials



Navigating FDLP.gov

Free stuff!

How to be 
a proper 
FDL

Sign up for 
official news

Å This is 
required

Useful for new 
coordinators



Navigating FDLP.gov

1.  Federal Depository 
Library Directory 
(keeping your entry 
current is required!)

2.  Webinars and 
webcasts (current 
and archived) are 
ƘŜǊŜΧ

1

2

3

3.  Useful historical 
information
Å Shipping lists
Å Superseded List



Conferences and Training - FDLP Academy



FDLP Academy

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/fdlp-academy

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/fdlp-academy


FDLP Academy

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/fdlp-academy

ÅMany training 

options are 

available, both in 

person and online

Å FDLP Events and 

Conferences are 

great networking 

opportunities

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/fdlp-academy

